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SECTION I:  PROPERTY TAX POSTPONEMENT OVERVIEW 
 

PROGRAM BACKGROUND 

Article 13, Section 8.5 of California’s Constitution authorizes the postponement of property tax 
payments due from senior, blind, or disabled homeowners with low-to-moderate income. The 
Senior Citizens Property Tax Postponement Act, signed into law during the 1977 legislative 
session, established the Property Tax Postponement (PTP) program.  The PTP program’s intent 
is to provide a consistent methodology to allow property tax deferral for senior, blind, or 
disabled homeowners who may not have sufficient resources to meet their yearly property tax 
obligations. 

The State Controller’s Office (SCO) administers the PTP program. However, the SCO and the 
counties must successfully collaborate in order to fulfill the program’s objectives.  The Tax 
Collectors, Assessors, and Recorders perform several functions that are impacted by the PTP 
program.  In this Property Tax Postponement Guide (Guide), the PTP program activities are 
organized into sections applicable to the responsible county agencies.  The Guide can be used as 
a reference to assist county staff as they perform activities impacted by PTP program 
participation.    

Homeowners must file an application with the SCO each year if they wish to defer their property 
taxes for that year. The SCO issues Certificates of Eligibility (Certificates) to qualifying 
homeowners. Individuals may then use the Certificates to pay the counties for property taxes 
due. The SCO establishes an account receivable for each PTP program participant and interest 
accrues on the deferred tax. Repayment of the PTP loan can be deferred for an indefinite period 
of time; often the loan is deferred until the homeowner moves or the home is sold. The law 
requires that a lien be placed on the home to secure the State’s interest in repayment. 
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PROGRAM TIMELINE/KEY DATES 

 
MAY 15 PTP Filing Period Begins – The SCO begins accepting applications for 

postponement of property taxes for the following fiscal year.  
 
JULY 1 Notification of Tax-Defaulted Properties – Tax Collectors notify the SCO 

of properties that have become tax-defaulted and that are also subject to a 
PTP lien. 
 

NOVEMBER 1 SCO Begins Issuance of Certificates of Eligibility – The SCO issues 
Certificates as applications are approved.  

 
DECEMBER 10 1st Tax Installment Becomes Delinquent / PTP Filing Period Ends – PTP 

applications for the current fiscal year may be accepted until June 30 if 
good cause exists. See timely code discussion in Section II, Part B. 

 
APRIL 10 2nd Tax Installment Becomes Delinquent – See timely code discussion in 

Section II, Part B. 
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SECTION II:  TAX COLLECTOR’S ROLE IN PROPERTY TAX POSTPONEMENT 

 
PROCESSING CERTIFICATES OF ELIGIBILITY 

 
As provided in Revenue and Taxation Code (Rev. & Tax. Code) section (§) 2505, “the Tax 
Collector of each county shall accept a ”Certificate of Eligibility” (Certificate) as payment for all 
or any part of any ad valorem property tax, special assessment, or other charge or user fee 
appearing on the county tax bill.”   
 
The State Controller’s Office (SCO) issues a Certificate for each of the two annual property tax 
installments to eligible homeowners. Certificates are made payable jointly to the Tax Collector 
and to the Property Tax Postponement (PTP) participant. The Tax Collector should process the 
Certificates using Steps A – I described below.  (See Exhibit A for a sample Certificate of 
Eligibility.)   
 
A.  Verify Validity of Certificates 
 
Verify that the Certificate’s “Void After” date has not expired and that the Certificates are valid 
for the current fiscal year. If the date has expired, contact the SCO at (800) 952-5661. 
 
B.  Review Timely Codes 
 
The Timely Code shown on each Certificate indicates whether the PTP application was filed 
with the SCO prior to the delinquent date of the installment. Pursuant to Rev. & Tax. Code 
§20645.5, penalty and interest normally assessed for late payment of a property tax installment 
must be cancelled if the PTP participant’s application was received before the installment 
became delinquent.     
 
Timely Code “1” - The PTP application was filed with the SCO on or before the 1st installment’s 

delinquency date (December 10). All delinquent penalties and interest associated with the 
current fiscal year’s property taxes must be cancelled. 
 
Example:  The PTP application is filed on December 5, 2006.  If the PTP participant 

presents the Certificate to the Tax Collector on or before June 30, 2007, all 
delinquent penalties and interest associated with the 2006-07 fiscal year’s 
property tax will be cancelled. 

 
Timely Code “2” - The PTP application was filed with the SCO after the 1st installment 

delinquency date but prior to the 2nd installment delinquency date (April 10).  
 
Example: The PTP application is filed on January 15, 2007, and the PTP 

participant’s first property tax installment is delinquent.  If the PTP 
participant presents the Certificate to the Tax Collector on or before June 
30, 2007, any delinquent penalties and interest associated with the 2nd 
installment for the 2006-07 fiscal year’s property tax must be cancelled.  
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Penalties and interest applicable to the 1st installment are due and payable 
and must be paid by the PTP participant or included in the postponement 
amount to be entered on the Certificate. 

 
Timely Code “3” - The PTP application was filed with the SCO after the 2nd installment 

delinquency date. The law does not require the county to cancel any penalties or interest. 
 
Example: The PTP application is filed on May 1, 2007, and both of the PTP 

participant’s property tax installments are delinquent. All penalty or 
interest associated with the 2006-07 fiscal year’s property tax must be paid 
by the PTP participant or included in the postponement amount to be 
entered on the Certificate. 

 
NOTE:  The PTP program statutes do not negate the Tax Collector’s discretion to waive penalty 
or interest in other instances if deemed appropriate. 
 
C.  Determine if Delinquent Taxes Exist and Whether Delinquencies May Be Postponed 
 
Review the PTP participant’s property tax history to determine whether the participant owes any 
delinquent property taxes.  If there are no delinquencies, proceed to step “D.”   
 
If the participant owes delinquent property tax installments, processing the Certificates will 
depend on the “Type Code” reflected on the Certificate. The “Type Code” (A, B, or D) identifies 
the type of property and/or the type of interest held by the property owner. Use these codes to 
determine whether all, part, or none of the delinquencies can be postponed. (The Type Code is 
located near the bottom of the Certificate, below the payer name.) 
 
• If the Type Code is “D” the property is a mobilehome situated on rented or leased land and 

the PTP participant may not postpone any delinquencies. In this case, the PTP participant 
must pay all existing delinquencies, including interest and penalties, before using the 
Certificate to postpone the current-year installments.   
 

• If the Type Code is “A” (fee owners) or “B” (possessory interest holders), the PTP 
participant may postpone some or all of the delinquencies depending on when he or she was 
first eligible for the PTP program. Generally, if the PTP participant was eligible for 
postponement at the time that delinquencies occurred, the PTP program allows the 
participant to include those delinquencies in the amount to be postponed for the current year. 

 
1. Review the information following the code “ELIG” (at bottom of the Certificate) to 

determine the first delinquent installment the PTP participant is eligible to postpone. 
 

Example: “ELIG” 2nd 06/07, means that the second installment of the 06/07 tax year is 
the first installment for which delinquent taxes (and penalties) may be postponed. 
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2. Compute the amounts owed by the PTP participant for all periods prior to the “ELIG” 

date separately from the amounts owed subsequent to the first eligible date. The two 
amounts must include all related penalties, interest, costs, and any redemption fees. 

 
3. The PTP participant has three options available to him or her when delinquencies exist. 

 
a. Postpone all property taxes that became delinquent on or after the “ELIG” date 

including all applicable penalties, costs, and redemption fees. The PTP participant 
must pay any delinquencies that occurred before the “ELIG” date, including all 
applicable penalties, costs, and redemption fees at the time the Certificate is used. 

  
b. Pay all delinquent property taxes and related penalties before using the Certificate for 

the current-year installment due. 
 

c. Postpone a portion of the property taxes that became delinquent after the “ELIG” 
date, and pay the balance remaining at the time the Certificate is used for the current-
year installment due.  

 
NOTE:  When prior year delinquent taxes are postponed, the Tax Collector must send a copy of 
the redemption Certificate to the SCO (See Appendix I for contact information.) 
 
D.  Determine if Proration of the Tax Bill is Required 
 
If the word “PRORATE” and a percentage appears in the “Pay This Amount” section of the 
Certificate, the PTP participant may not postpone the entire amount of the tax bill. (This is often 
the case when some portion of the property is used for a business.)  
 

1. Use the percentage shown to compute the portion of the total tax bill, including 
delinquent taxes and penalties that may be postponed.  

 
2. The PTP participant must pay the remaining balance in full at the time the Certificates are 

used. 
 
E.  Determine the Postponement Amount and Amount Due Directly from PTP Participant 
 
The PTP participant may choose to postpone any portion of the amount that is eligible for 
postponement-including delinquent taxes eligible for postponement-and to pay the remaining 
balance in full directly to the county.  If the PTP participant elects to defer only a portion of the 
amount eligible for postponement, he or she must pay the remaining balance due for each 
installment (and for each parcel) for which a Certificate was issued by the SCO.  This balance 
must be paid at the time the Certificate is used.   
 
NOTE:  If there is more than one parcel number listed in the “parcel number” box on the 
Certificate, the PTP participant may receive more than one tax bill and is able to postpone the  
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taxes on all parcels approved by the SCO that are considered collectively to be the “residential 
dwelling.”  The SCO will issue one set of Certificates for each parcel (listed in the “parcel  
number” box) that comprises the “residential dwelling.”  Parcel numbers listed on the 
Certificates should not be changed without approval from the SCO. 
 

1. Compute the total amount eligible for postponement, including any delinquencies, taking 
into consideration the computations and determinations made in the preceding steps.  

 
2. Determine if the PTP participant wants to postpone all or part of the property taxes owed.  

Note that this amount may not exceed the amount eligible for postponement.  
 
3. If the PTP participant is not eligible to postpone 100% of what is owed or elects to 

postpone only a portion of the property taxes owed, collect the remaining balance for 
each installment due directly from the PTP participant. 

 
4. Before entering the amount to be postponed on the Certificate, verify that the amount 

collected from the PTP participant and the amount to be postponed equal the total amount 
due, including all interest and penalties.  If not equal, determine the discrepancy and 
adjust the amounts accordingly.   

 
5. Enter the amount to be postponed in the “Pay This Amount” field on the right side of the 

original Certificate. This amount, when added to the amount paid by the PTP participant, 
must equal the total due, including penalties and interest.  

 
F.  Correcting the “Pay This Amount” Figure on the PTP Certificate 
 
If an amount is already entered in the “Pay this Amount” field on the Certificate and the amount 
must be changed, line out the original entry and enter the corrected figure.  Then take the 
following steps: 
 

1. Notify the PTP participant of the correct amount that may be postponed. 
 
2. Place the payment guarantee stamp on the Certificate.  

 
G.  Endorsements Needed on the PTP Certificate 
 
The PTP participant, spouse, or authorized agent must endorse the back side of the original 
Certificates that are presented to the Tax Collector. The Tax Collector, or designee, must also 
endorse the original Certificate using a facsimile signature, a bank endorsement stamp, or an 
original signature. 
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H.  Deposit the Original PTP Certificates 
 
Deposit the original of the completed Certificate into the bank account designated by the Tax 
Collector as being appropriate for property tax payments received. The Certificates are 
ultimately redeemed by the State Treasurer’s Office for the amount shown in the “Pay This 
Amount” field.  These amounts are added to the PTP participant’s account receivable balance 
maintained by the SCO.  
 
I.  Update the Secured Roll for PTP  
 
Enter a statement on the Secured Tax Roll that indicates that property taxes have been 
postponed.  The SCO recommends that the standard abbreviation, “PROP. TAX POSTPMT.” be 
entered in the area on the roll for tax defaulted status (Rev. and Tax. Code §3439).  
 
Proceed to the next section, “The PTP Lien.”  
 
 

THE PTP LIEN 
 
Similar to mortgages and other debts secured by real property, the State’s interest in repayment 
for the PTP loan is protected by filing a lien on the property for which a loan was made. The 
SCO establishes an account-receivable for each new PTP participant. When Certificates are 
redeemed by the State Treasurer’s Office and the counties receive payment for the property tax 
deferrals from the State, the amounts deferred are added to the PTP participant’s loan balance.   
 
A.  Review Lien Status / Initiation of New Lien 
 
Refer to the Certificate’s Type Code, described in Section II, Part C.   
 

1. If the Type Code is “D” (mobilehome), then no lien is initiated by the Tax Collector.  The 
SCO will file a lien with the Department of Housing and Community Development.  
However, the Secured Tax Roll should be updated to reflect the PTP loan as described in 
Part I.   

  
2. If the Type Code is “A” or “B” and the Certificate’s Recorded Lien field (shown below 

the parcel numbers) shows “Yes,” then a lien already exists and a new one should not be 
filed.  

 
3. If the Type Code is “A” or “B” and the Certificate’s Recorded Lien field is “No,” then a 

lien must be initiated using the standard form Notice of Lien for Postponed Property 
Taxes (Notice of Lien), which can be obtained from the SCO by contacting the PTP 
Program at 1-800-952-5661 or (916) 327-5587 (See Exhibit B).  
 
The Notice of Lien is to be prepared and must include the following information, as 
shown on the Certificate: 
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• The owner’s name, exactly as it appears on the Certificate. 

 
• The dwelling address, as it appears on the Certificate. 

 
• The Assessor’s parcel number(s) and county code as shown on the Certificate. If the 

parcel number(s) on the roll differ from the ones on the Certificate, contact the SCO 
at (800) 952-5661 before proceeding. 

 
• The section at the bottom of the lien must include the current date, the city in which 

the Tax Collector’s office is located, the Tax Collector or authorized deputy Tax 
Collector’s original signature, and the name of the county. 

 
4. Forward the partially completed lien to the Assessor’s office for insertion of the legal 

description and names of all record owners. 
  
B.  Release of Lien 
 
When a PTP participant’s account balance is paid in full, the SCO forwards a “Release of Lien 
for Postponed Property Taxes” (Release of Lien – See Exhibit C) to the appropriate county 
Recorder’s Office for recordation. The SCO will also notify the Tax Collector of the balance 
payoff. When the SCO notifies the Tax Collector of a full release of the PTP lien, the Tax 
Collector must remove the notation “PROP. TAX POSTPMT” from the Secured Tax Roll, 
because a statement indicating that property tax postponement is in effect is no longer 
appropriate.  In the case of mobilehomes, the Tax Collector will receive a letter from the SCO 
containing a list of mobilehomes for which property tax postponement is no longer in effect.  
 
If a Partial Release of Lien for Postponed Property Taxes (See Exhibit D) is recorded, only the 
included description as it applies to a current or future Assessor’s Parcel Number (APN) can be 
removed from the “PROP. TAX POSTPMT” notation.  The notation must remain on the 
property with the corresponding APN for which postponement is still in effect. 
 
 

OTHER REQUIRED ACTIONS BY THE TAX COLLECTOR 
 
A.  Refunds for Duplicate Payments or Tax Roll Adjustments  
 
Occasionally, the PTP participant may choose to postpone property taxes after having already 
paid them for the current year.  If the current year property taxes have previously been paid, the 
Tax Collector must request that the Auditor-Controller, Treasurer, or other disbursing officer 
refund the duplicate payment of current-year taxes only.   
 
If the refund is due because of a duplicate payment from a lender’s impound or trust account, the 
refund must be made within 30 days following the date on which the installment was paid by the 
lender or the Certificate is received from the PTP participant, whichever is later. 
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Refunds that are due because of a tax roll adjustment are issued to the SCO.  Along with the 
refund, the county must provide the SCO with the original amount of property taxes, the reduced 
amount of taxes, and the balance subject to the claim for refund. The SCO will apply the refund  
to the participant’s PTP account receivable balance when it is received at the State Controller’s 
Office. 
 
B.  Transfer of PTP Balance to Other Parcel 
 
The PTP program statutes allow eligible homeowners who have sold their home and purchased a 
replacement home to “reborrow” some or all of the former PTP loan balance, which was paid in 
full at the time of sale. In these cases, the new home is liened and the amounts “reborrowed” are 
secured by the replacement home. The PTP participant must request a “reborrow” within six 
months of the sale; the PTP program refers to the reborrow as a “transfer.”  
 
When a transfer of lien for property tax postponement occurs, the SCO notifies the Tax Collector 
of the new PTP lien via letter. The Tax Collector then makes the appropriate notation on the 
Secured Tax Roll to indicate that a lien for postponed property taxes has been recorded against 
the new property.  (See Step I on page 7.)  
 
NOTE:  The SCO will initiate the new Notice of Lien and send it directly to the Recorder.  
 
C.  Notification of Delinquent Taxes Subsequent to Postponement 
  
Pursuant to Rev. & Tax. Code §3375, the Tax Collector should provide the SCO with a list of 
PTP liens for which property taxes are delinquent as of July 1 of each fiscal year. This list must 
include: 
 

• Parcel number; 
• Owners of record; and 
• Amounts delinquent for each overdue installment. 
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SECTION III:  ASSESSOR’S ROLE IN PROPERTY TAX POSTPONEMENT 

 
As provided in Revenue and Taxation Code (Rev. and Tax. Code) §2515, the Assessor’s Office 
has ongoing responsibilities associated with the Property Tax Postponement (PTP) Program’s 
lien process. As defined in Government Code (Gov. Code) §16182(a), “All sums paid by the 
State Controller ..., together with interest thereon, shall be secured by a lien in favor of the State 
of California upon the real property or a mobilehome for which property taxes have been 
postponed ….”   
 
The lien must be evidenced by a Notice of Lien for Postponed Property Taxes (Notice of Lien) 
and executed by the State Controller or the authorized delegate of the State Controller’s Office 
(SCO); the lien must secure all sums paid or owing, including amounts paid subsequent to the 
initial payment of postponed taxes on the real property described in the Notice of Lien.   
 
The Tax Collector’s Office initiates the Notice of Lien when the State’s “Certificates of 
Eligibility” (Certificates) are accepted as payment of an individual’s property tax installment (at 
the first deferral only). The Tax Collector forwards a partially completed Notice of Lien to the 
Assessor’s Office. The Assessor’s Office helps to ensure that the Notice of Lien is filed correctly 
by entering on it the names of all owners of record and the legal description of the property.  
Timeliness is extremely important to ensure the State’s lien priority is not adversely impacted.  
 
NOTE:  The Notice of Lien (Exhibit B) is generally prepared and filed only once, at the time that 
a PTP participant initially postpones property taxes.  Pursuant to Gov. Code §16184, subsequent 
postponements of property taxes are applied to the original lien.  Refer also to Sections I, II and 
IV, which provide general information about the PTP program and actions taken by the Tax 
Collector’s Office and the Recorder’s Office.   
 
 

LIEN PROCESSING RESPONSIBILITIES 
 
A.  Enter Legal Description 
 
The sufficiency of the legal description is very important because the real property itself is the 
sole security for repayment of the property tax deferrals and accrued interest owed to the State. 
The description shall be entered on, or attached to, the Notice of Lien.  The legal description can 
be written in the following ways: 
 

1. Descriptions may be made by map reference.  Map references should include all pertinent 
data such as lot, block, tract, subdivision and filing data. Along with the description, 
attach a “plat map” showing the property being described. 

 
2. A “metes and bound” description may be used.  
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3. Descriptions may be made by proper reference to another instrument containing a 

sufficient description and by attaching a copy of the acquisition document if it is correct 
and is acceptable for recording.   
 

Sample:  “All that certain real property located in the City of ___________, 
County of ___________, State of California; described in that certain deed from 
(Grantor) to (Grantee), recorded on ______________, 20__ in Book 
___________, at Page ______, official records of said County.  
 

4. Using highly abbreviated descriptions (often found on the assessment roll) must be 
avoided as these descriptions are often confusing and may lead to an inaccurate or 
ineffective lien.  

 
B.  Enter Owners of Record 
 
Enter the names of all recorded owners of the property as disclosed by the most up-to-date 
records in the Assessor’s Office, including the name of the owner/PTP participant. If the name of 
the owner/PTP participant does not show on the Assessor’s records, notify the SCO immediately 
at (916) 952-5661. 
 
C.  Annotate Assessment Record 
 
On the assessment record applicable to the property for which property taxes have been 
postponed, enter an annotation that indicates that property taxes have been postponed and 
include the SCO’s identification number (Assessor’s Parcel Number) as it appears on the Notice 
of Lien. 
 
NOTE: If a Possessory Interest Holder (See Appendix I for explanation) postpones property 
taxes, the SCO will notify the Assessor’s Office.  As described above, the assessment record 
applicable to the real property (and personal property if appropriate) should be annotated to 
indicate that property taxes have been postponed.  
 
D.  Forward Lien to County Recorder’s Office 
 
Once the Notice of Lien is complete, it should be forwarded to the Recorder’s Office for 
recording. 
 
 

OTHER ASSESSOR’S OFFICE RESPONSIBILITIES 
 
A.  Notice of Change  
 
To ensure that the SCO’s records are accurate, that the Certificates are issued to the correct 
address of PTP participants, and that appropriate action is taken when circumstances  
 

07/07 John Chiang · California State Controller     11 



 
 

Property Tax Postponement Guide for County Tax Collectors, Assessors and Recorders  

John Chiang · California State Controller  07/07 12 

 
warrant, the SCO must be notified of any changes regarding the properties for which property 
taxes have been postponed.   
 
Form 9450 (See Exhibit E) should be used to notify the SCO of certain changes (listed below) 
that may affect the PTP account.  The following information should be completed: 
 

1. Name of claimant; 
 
2. Assessor’s Parcel Number; and 

 
3. County.  

 
The following changes require notification: 
 

• Change in title; 
 
• Death of claimant; 
 
• Change in Assessor’s Parcel Number; 
 
• Change in claimant’s mailing address; and/or 
 
• Other changes that may affect the PTP account. 

 
NOTE:  PTP participants who no longer reside in the home may no longer qualify for 
postponement, so the PTP account balance may become due and payable.  The State will contact 
the PTP participant or his/her representative to clarify the circumstances upon receiving 
notification of the changes.   
 
B.  Release of Lien 
 
When the SCO notifies the Assessor that the PTP obligation secured by a lien has been fully paid 
or otherwise discharged, the Assessor shall remove the PTP notation in the assessment records.  
Once the notation is removed, the Assessor will no longer be required to notify the SCO of 
changes of status described in Step A above.   
 
C.  Transfer of PTP Balance to Other Parcel 
 
The PTP program statutes allow an eligible homeowner who has sold a home and purchased a 
replacement home to “reborrow” some or all of the former PTP loan balance that was paid in full 
at the time of sale.  In these cases, lien the new home so that the replacement home secures the 
amounts “reborrowed.” A “reborrow” must be requested within six months of the sale and are 
referred to as “transfers” by the PTP program.  
 



 
 

Section III:  Assessor’s Role 

 
When a “transfer” of lien for property tax postponement occurs, the SCO notifies the Assessor’s 
Office of the new postponement property via letter. The Assessor then makes the appropriate 
PTP annotation on the assessment records to indicate that a lien for postponed property taxes has 
been recorded against the new property.    
 
NOTE: The SCO initiates the new Notice of Lien and sends it directly to the Recorder’s Office 
when the PTP balance is transferred to another parcel.
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SECTION IV:  RECORDER’S ROLE IN PROPERTY TAX POSTPONEMENT 

 
The Recorder’s Office also has ongoing responsibilities associated with the Property Tax 
Postponement (PTP) Program pursuant to Government Code (Gov. Code) §27282.  
 
The Tax Collector’s Office initiates the “Notice of Lien for Postponed Property Taxes” (Notice 
of Lien) when the State’s “Certificates of Eligibility” (Certificates) are accepted as payment of 
an individual’s property tax installment (at the first deferral only).  The Tax Collector forwards a 
partially completed Notice of Lien to the Assessor’s Office. The Assessor’s Office inserts the 
names of the owners of record and the property’s legal description on the Notice of Lien and 
forwards it to the Recorder’s Office for immediate recordation. The Recorder’s Office must 
ensure that the Notice of Lien or Release of Lien is recorded in a timely manner and indexed in 
both the Grantor and Grantee Index in order to protect the State’s interest in the property. 
 
The following summarizes the Recorder’s Office responsibilities associated with the PTP 
program.  Refer also to Sections I – III, which provide general information about the PTP 
program and related actions taken by the Tax Collector’s Office and the Assessor’s Office.   
 
A.  Recording Notice of Lien 
 
The PTP program results in a loan of State funds to individuals. The Tax Collector deposits the 
proceeds of these loans to pay the property taxes owed.  The Notice of Lien must be recorded 
immediately to protect the State’s lien priority and to ensure that the State’s interest in repayment 
is protected.  The following steps should be taken: 
 

1. The Recorder’s Office records the Notice of Lien as soon as it is received. 
 
2. The names of all record owners of real property for which property tax has been deferred 

with the Controller of the State of California must be indexed in the Grantor-Grantee 
Index. 

 
3. After recording and indexing the lien, the Notice of Lien is mailed to the State 

Controller’s Office (SCO) at the address indicated on the notice. 
 
B.  Recording Release of Lien 
 
As provided in Gov. Code §16186, “at any time the amount of the obligation secured by lien for 
postponed property taxes relating to real property is paid in full or otherwise discharged, the 
State Controller or the authorized delegate of the State Controller shall execute and cause to be 
recorded a ‘Release of Lien for Postponed Property Taxes’ (Release of Lien)” (See Exhibit C).   



 
 

Section IV:  Recorder’s Role 

The recordation fee will be sent to the Recorder’s Office with the Release of Lien.  The 
following steps should be taken: 
 

1. Record the document immediately upon receipt.  
 
2. After recording, mail the recorded Release of Lien to the SCO address indicated on the 

document.  
 

3. Occasionally, if a PTP participant subdivides a portion of the parcel(s) upon which the 
SCO holds a PTP lien, a “Partial Release of Lien for Postponed Property Taxes” (Partial 
Release of Lien) may be requested by the SCO.  (See Exhibit D).  In this case, the PTP 
lien on remaining parcels is left intact.   

 
C.  Recording Agreement for Subordination 
 
The SCO may subordinate the postponement lien to the lien of a Note and Deed of Trust where 
the SCO determines that subordination is appropriate.  When the SCO agrees to subordination, 
an “Agreement for Subordination” is prepared and executed.  The “Agreement for 
Subordination” is normally sent to the PTP participant’s escrow agent with appropriate 
instructions.  The escrow agent ultimately forwards the subordination agreement to the 
Recorder’s Office for recordation.  The following steps should be taken: 
 

1. Record the document immediately upon receipt.  
 
2. After recording, mail the recorded “Agreement for Subordination” to the SCO address 

indicated on the document.  
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Appendix I.  Property Tax Postponement Fact Sheet 

 
Eligible California homeowners may postpone payment of all or part of their property taxes 
through the State Controller’s Office (SCO), Property Tax Postponement (PTP) Program.  

Eligibility 

To qualify, a homeowner must be at least 62 years of age, blind, or disabled; and 

• Own and occupy the property as his or her principal place of residence; 
• Have a total household income of $31,500 or less for the 2007 application year*;  
• Have at least 20% equity in the property.  
 

How to Apply 

• Complete and return the PTP application to the State Controller's Office. 
• The filing period for PTP is May 15 through December 10 of each year.   
 

How to Postpone Payment of Property Taxes 

• Approved claimants receive “Certificates of Eligibility.”  
• “Certificates of Eligibility” are then endorsed and mailed to the County Tax Collector.   
• The Tax Collector accepts “Certificates of Eligibility” as payment of property taxes. 
 

When Repayment is Required 

The postponed property taxes accrue interest each month; however, repayment is not required 
until one of the following occurs: 

• The homeowner moves; 
• The home is sold;  
• The homeowner dies and title passes to an ineligible person; or  
• A senior lien (i.e., a mortgage) becomes delinquent. 
 

Note: The State Controller’s Office records a lien against the home to secure repayment of the 
postponed property taxes. 
 

Contact Information 

To obtain more information about the Property Tax Postponement Program or to obtain the PTP 
booklet that includes an application and instructions: 

• Call the SCO at (800) 952-5661 or (916) 327-5587; 
• Send the SCO an e-mail addressed to postponement@sco.ca.gov;  
• Visit the SCO’s web-site at www.sco.ca.gov (click on “SCO Services”, then “Tax 

Information”); or 
• Write the SCO at P. O. Box 942850, Sacramento, CA  94250-5880. 
 
*The income limit will be $35,500 for the 2008 application year and $39,000 for the 2009 application year.  
Thereafter, the income limit will be indexed for inflation.
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Appendix II.  Referenced Code Sections 

 
 
The following are excerpts of the actual text from the sections of the California Constitution, the 
Revenue and Taxation Code, and the Government Code that were cited in this Guide. 
 
California Constitution - Article 13 
 
Section Text 
 
§8.5 The Legislature may provide by law for the manner in which a person of low or 

moderate income who is 62 years of age or older may postpone ad valorem 
property taxes on the dwelling owned and occupied by him or her as his or her 
principal place of residence.  The Legislature may also provide by law for the 
manner in which a disabled person may postpone payment of ad valorem property 
taxes on the dwelling owned and occupied by him or her as his or her principal 
place of residence.  The Legislature shall have plenary power to define all terms 
in this section. 

 
The Legislature shall provide by law for subventions to counties, cities and 
counties, cities and districts in an amount equal to the amount of revenue lost by 
each by reason of the postponement of taxes and for the reimbursement to the 
State of subventions from the payment of postponed taxes.  Provision shall be 
made for the inclusion of reimbursement for the payment of interest on, and any  
costs to the State incurred in connection with, the subventions. 
 

 
Revenue and Taxation Code 
 
Section Text 
 
§2505 (a) Except as provided in subdivision (b), the tax collector or treasurer for any city 

or county may in his or her discretion accept negotiable paper in payment of any 
tax, or assessment, or on a redemption. 
 
(b) The tax collector of a county shall accept a certificate of eligibility to pay all 
or any part of any ad valorem property tax, special assessment, or other charge or 
user fee appearing on the county tax bill. The tax collector, treasurer, or other 
official charged with the duty of collecting taxes for a chartered city which levies 
and collects its own property taxes shall accept a certificate of eligibility to pay all 
or any part of any ad valorem property tax, special assessment, or other charge or 
user fee appearing on the tax bill of such city. A certificate for partial payment 
shall not be accepted unless accompanied by an amount sufficient to fully pay the 
remaining ad valorem property taxes, special assessment, or other charge or fee 
appearing on the respective tax bill installment. 
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(c) Except as provided in Chapter 2 (commencing with Section 20581), Chapter 3.  
3 (commencing with Section 20639), Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section 
20640), or Chapter 4 (commencing with Section 20641) of Part 10.5 of Division 
2, a certificate of eligibility shall not be used to pay any delinquent taxes, 
assessments, penalties, costs, fees, or interest, or any redemption charges. 

 
(d) For the 1978-79 fiscal year and thereafter, except as to those amounts which 
can be paid by a certificate pursuant to subdivision (c), the tax collector shall not 
accept a certificate of eligibility to pay all or part of any installment if tendered 
after the delinquency date thereof, unless accompanied by an amount sufficient to 
fully pay any delinquent taxes, assessments, costs, penalties, interest, fees or other 
charges resulting from the delinquency or delinquencies. 

 
(e) In no event shall a certificate of eligibility be accepted later than the expiration 
date designated thereon. 

 
§2514 (a) Upon receipt of a certificate of eligibility described in Section 20602, Section 

20639.6, or Section 20640.6 signed by the claimant, the claimant's spouse, or 
authorized agent appointed under regulations adopted by the Controller pursuant 
to Section 20603 or Section 20640.7, the tax collector shall ascertain whether the 
amount of money entered on the certificate by such claimant or agent, when 
added to other amounts available for such purpose, are sufficient to pay the 
amount due and owing.  
 
If such is the case, the tax collector or his or her designee shall countersign the        
certificate and mark the tax paid.  Once signed and countersigned, a certificate         
of eligibility shall be deemed a negotiable instrument for purposes of all laws      
of this state, as specified in subdivision (d) of Section 20602.  Upon      
acceptance of such a certificate: 

 
(1) The tax collector shall enter the fact that taxes on the property have been           

postponed in appropriate columns on the roll.  In the case of the secured 
roll, this information may be entered in that portion of the roll which has 
been designated for tax default information required by Section 3439. 

 
(2) In the case of a certificate of eligibility issued pursuant to Section 20602, 

the tax collector shall determine if the property described in the certificate 
of eligibility is subject to a lien recorded pursuant to Section 16182 of the 
Government Code.  If the property is not subject to such a lien, the tax 
collector shall enter the amount paid by use of the certificate, the date of 
such payment, the Controller's identification number shown on the 
certificate of eligibility, the address of the property covered by the 
certificate, and the name of the claimant as shown on the certificate on a 
"notice of lien for postponed property taxes" form which shall be provided  
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by the Controller.  The tax collector shall thereafter forward such notice of 
lien form to the assessor. 

 
(3) With respect to a claimant whose property taxes are paid by a lender from 

an impound, trust, or other type of account described in Section 2954 of 
the Civil Code, the tax collector shall notify the auditor of the claimant's 
name and address, and the amount of money entered on the certificate.  
The auditor, treasurer, or disbursing officer shall send a check in the 
amount of money entered on the certificate to said claimant within 30 days 
following the date on which the installment is paid by the lender or the 
certificate of eligibility is received from the claimant, whichever is later. 

 
(b) The procedures established by this chapter shall not be construed to require a 
lender to alter the manner in which a lender makes payment of the property taxes 
of such claimant. 
 
(c) Notwithstanding any other provision in this section, any action required of a 
local agency by this section in order to give effect to the Senior Citizens 
Mobilehome Property Tax Postponement Law (Chapter 3.3 (commencing with 
Section 20639) of Part 10.5 of Division 2, and that has been determined by the 
Commission on State Mandates to be a reimbursable mandate, shall be optional. 

 
§2515   (a) Upon receipt of a "notice of lien for postponed property taxes" from the tax 

 collector, the assessor shall immediately: 
 

(1) Enter, on the notice of lien, a description of the real property for which the 
taxes have been paid by use of a certificate of eligibility pursuant to 
Section 2514. Such description shall be a "metes and bounds," "lot-block-
tract," or such other description as is determined by the Controller to 
sufficiently describe the real property for the purpose of securing the 
state's lien. 

 
(2) Enter on the notice of lien, the names of all record owners of the property 

described under subdivision (a) of this section, as disclosed by the 
assessor's records. 

 
(3) Upon entry of the information required by subdivisions (a) and (b) of this 

section on the notice of lien, the assessor shall immediately forward the 
notice of lien to the county recorder. 

 
(4) Enter on the assessment records applicable to such property, the fact that 

the taxes on the property have been postponed and the Controller's 
identification number, and shall, when such record reveals a change in the 
ownership status of the property subsequent to the date of entry of the  
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postponement information thereon, notify the Controller of such change in 
the ownership status in the manner prescribed by the Controller. 

 
(b) From the time of recordation of the notice of lien pursuant to Section 16182 of 
the Government Code, the lien for postponed property taxes shall be deemed to 
impart constructive notice of the contents thereof to subsequent purchasers, 
mortgagees, lessees and other lienors. 

 
§3375  The tax collector shall notify the Controller, in such manner as the Controller 

 shall direct, of all property subject to a "Notice of Lien for Postponed Property 
 Taxes" recorded pursuant to Section 16182 of the Government Code, which: 

 
(a) Becomes tax defaulted subsequent to the date of entry on the secured roll of        

the information required by paragraph (1) of subdivision (a) of Section 2514; 
or, 

 
(b) Becomes subject to those collection procedures that are available for 

collection of delinquent taxes or assessments on the unsecured roll. 
 
§3439  In appropriate columns on the delinquent roll, or the secured roll if the delinquent 

 roll has been dispensed with, opposite each parcel separately valued the taxes on 
 which have been declared in default, the tax collector shall enter "tax defaulted," 
 the date of the declaration, and the total amount declared to be in default. 

 
§20645.5 If a postponement claim under Chapter 2 (commencing with Section 20581), 

Chapter 3.3 (commencing with Section 20639), or Chapter 3.5 (commencing with 
Section 20640) is filed timely but before delinquency date of the first or second 
installment of property taxes, then any delinquent penalties and interest for such 
fiscal year shall be canceled unless the failure to perfect the claim was due to 
willful neglect on the part of the claimant or representative.  In the event of such 
willful neglect, the certificates of eligibility for such fiscal year can be used to pay 
delinquent taxes only if accompanied by sufficient amounts to pay the delinquent 
interest and penalties. 
 
 

Government Code 
 
Section Text 
 
§16182 (a) All sums paid by the Controller under the provisions of this chapter, together 

with interest thereon, shall be secured by a lien in favor of the State of California 
upon the real property or a mobilehome for which property taxes have been 
postponed, or both.  In the case of a residential dwelling which is part of a larger 
parcel taxed as a unit, such as a duplex, farm, or multipurpose or multidwelling 
building, the lien shall be against the entire tax parcel. 
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(b) In the case of real property: 
 

   (1) The lien shall be evidenced by a notice of lien for postponed property 
taxes  executed by the Controller, or the authorized delegate of the 
Controller, and shall secure all sums paid or owing pursuant to this 
chapter, including amounts paid subsequent to the initial payment of 
postponed taxes on the real property described in the notice of lien. 

 
(2) The notice of lien may bear the facsimile signature of the Controller.  Each  

signature shall be that of the person who shall be in the office at the time 
of execution of the notice of lien; provided, however, that such notice of 
lien shall be valid and binding notwithstanding any such person having 
ceased to hold the office of Controller before the date of recordation. 

 
(3) The form and contents of the notice of lien for postponed property taxes 

shall be prescribed by the Controller and shall include, but not be limited 
to, the following: 

 
(A) The names of all record owners of the real property for which the 

Controller has advanced funds for the payment of real property taxes. 
 
(B) A description of the real property for which real property taxes have 

been paid. 
 
(C) The identification number of the notice of lien which has been 

assigned the lien by the Controller. 
 

(4) The notice of lien shall be recorded in the office of the county recorder for 
the county in which the real property subject to the lien is located. 

 
(5) The recorded notice of lien shall be indexed in the Grantor Index to the 

names of all record owners of the real property and in the Grantee Index to 
the Controller of the State of California. 

 
(6) After the notice of lien has been duly recorded and indexed, it shall be 

returned by the county recorder to the office of the Controller.  The 
recorder shall provide the county tax collector with a copy of the notice of 
lien which has been recorded by the Controller. 

 
(7) From the time of recordation of a notice of lien for postponed property 

taxes, a lien shall attach to the real property described therein and shall 
have the priority of a judgment lien for all amounts secured thereby, 
except that the lien shall remain in effect until either of the following 
occurs: 
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(A) It is released by the Controller in the manner prescribed by Section 

16186. 
 
(B) The foreclosure or sale of an obligation secured by a lien which is 

senior in priority to the lien of the State of California. 
 

(c) In the case of mobilehomes: 
 

(1) The lien shall be evidenced by a notice of lien for postponed property 
taxes executed by the Controller, or the authorized delegate of the 
Controller, and shall secure all sums paid or owing pursuant to this 
chapter. 

 
(2) The notice of lien may bear the facsimile signature of the Controller.  The 

signature shall be that of the person who is in the office at the time of 
execution of the notice of lien.  However, the notice of lien is valid and 
binding notwithstanding the person having ceased to hold the office of 
Controller before the date of filing. 

 
(3) The form and contents of the notice of lien for postponed property taxes 

shall be prescribed by the Controller and shall include, but not be limited 
to, all of the following: 

 
(A) The name or names of the registered owner or owners, legal owner or 

owners, if different than the registered owner or owners and the 
names, if any, of all junior lienholders.  

 
(B) The identification number of the notice of lien which has been 

assigned the lien by the Controller. 
 

(4) The notice of lien shall be transmitted to the Department of Housing and 
Community Development at its office in Sacramento, California. 

 
(5) Upon receipt of the notice of lien for postponed property taxes from the 

Controller, the Department of Housing and Community Development 
shall amend the permanent title record of the mobilehome to reflect that 
the property taxes on the mobilehome are subject to postponement. 

 
(6) The Department of Housing and Community Development shall provide 

the Controller with an acknowledgement of receipt and amendment of the 
permanent title record.  

 
(7) From the time the Department of Housing and Community Development 

receives the notice of lien from the Controller, the department shall 
impose a moratorium on any other amendments to the permanent title  
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record of the mobilehome for purposes of transferring any ownership 
interest or transferring or creating any security interest in the mobilehome, 
until released by the Controller in the manner prescribed by Section 16186 
or an authorization for the amendments is given by the Controller in 
writing. 

 
(d) From the time of filing a notice of lien, a lien shall attach to the mobilehome 
for which eligibility for the postponement of property taxes has been granted. 
 
(e) Notwithstanding any other provision in this section, any action required of a 
local agency by this section in order to give effect to the Senior Citizens 
Mobilehome Property Tax Postponement Law (Chapter 3.3 (commencing with 
Section 20639) of Part 10.5 of Division 2 of the Revenue and Taxation Code, and 
that has been determined by the Commission on State Mandates to be a 
reimbursable mandate, shall be optional. 
 

§16184 The Controller shall reduce the amount of the obligation secured by the lien 
 against the real property or mobilehome by the amount of any payments received 
 for that purpose and by notification of any amounts paid by the Franchise Tax 
 Board pursuant to Section 20564 or by any amounts authorized pursuant to 
 subdivision (f) of Section 20621 of the Revenue and Taxation Code. The 
 Controller shall also increase the amount of the obligation secured by such lien by 
 the amount of any subsequent payments made pursuant to Section 16180 with 
 respect to the real property and to reflect the accumulation of interest.  All such 
 increases and decreases shall be entered in the record described in Section 16181. 

 
§16186 If at any time the amount of the obligation secured by the lien for postponed 

 property taxes is paid in full or otherwise discharged, the Controller, or the 
 authorized delegate of the Controller, shall: 

 
(a) In the case of real property: 
 

(1) Execute and cause to be recorded in the office of the county recorder of 
the county wherein the real property described in the lien is located, a 
release of the lien conclusively evidencing the satisfaction of all amounts 
secured by the lien.  The cost of recording the release of the lien shall be 
added to and become part of the obligation secured by the lien being 
released. 

 
(2) Direct the tax collector to remove from the secured roll, the information 

required to be entered thereon by paragraph (1) of subdivision (a) of 
Section 2514 of the Revenue and Taxation Code with respect to the 
property described in the lien. 
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(3) Direct the assessor to remove from the assessment records applicable to 

the property described in the lien, the information required to be entered 
on such records by Section 2515 of the Revenue and Taxation Code. 

 
(b) In the case of a mobilehome: 
 

(1) Direct the tax collector to remove from the secured roll the information 
required to be entered thereon by paragraph (1) of subdivision (a) of 
Section 2514 of the Revenue and Taxation Code. 

 
(2) Transmit a Release of Lien to the owner of the mobilehome or the owner's 

heirs or assigns.  The owner, or the owner's heirs or assigns, shall transmit 
the Release of Lien, and a fee of six dollars ($6), to the Department of 
Housing and Community Development.  Upon receipt of the Release of 
Lien and the fee, the department shall terminate the restriction on the 
permanent title record as provided by Section 16182. 

 
§27282 (a) The following documents may be recorded without acknowledgment, 

certificate of acknowledgment, or further proof: 
 

(1) A judgment affecting the title to or possession of real property, 
authenticated by the certificate of the clerk of the court in which the 
judgment was rendered. 

 
(2) A notice of support judgment, an interstate lien, a release of lien, or any 

other Document completed and recorded by a local child support agency 
or a state agency acting pursuant to Title IV-D of the Social Security Act 
(42 U.S.C. Sec. 651 et seq.). 

 
(3) A notice of location of mining claim. 
 
(4) Certificates of amounts of taxes, interest and penalties due, notices of state 

tax liens and extensions thereof executed by the state, county, or city 
taxing agencies or officials pursuant to Chapter 14 (commencing with 
Section 7150) of Division 7 of Title 1 of the Government Code, and 
Sections 2191.3, 2191.4, and 11495 of the Revenue and Taxation Code, 
and releases, partial releases, and subordinations executed pursuant to 
Chapter 14 (commencing with Section 7150) of Division 7 of Title 1 of 
the Government Code, and Sections 2191.4, 11496, 14307, and 14308 of 
the Revenue and Taxation Code. 

 
(5) Notices of lien for postponed property taxes executed pursuant to Section 

16182. 
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(6) A release, discharge, or subordination of a lien for postponed property 

taxes as authorized by Chapter 6 (commencing with Section 16180) of 
Part 1 of Division 4 of Title 2. 

 
(7) A fixture filing as defined by paragraph (40) of subdivision (a) of Section 

9102 of the Commercial Code. 
 
(8) An order affecting title to or possession of real property issued by a court 

in an action subject to Section 12527, authenticated by the certificate of 
the clerk of the court in which the order was issued or a copy of that order 
authenticated by a declaration under penalty of perjury by the Attorney 
General or by an assistant or deputy of the Attorney General attesting that 
the contents of the copy are the same as the original order issued by the 
court. 

 
(9) A court certified copy of a satisfaction of judgment. 
 
(10) A certificate of correction filed pursuant to Sections 66470 and 66472.1. 
 

(b) Any document described in this section, from the time it is filed with the 
recorder for record, is constructive notice of the contents thereof to subsequent 
purchasers and mortgagees. 
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Exhibit A.  Sample Certificate of Eligibility 

 
 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
                                                         90-1342 

   1ST INSTALLMENT – FY 07/08                                                     1 2 1 1           CERTIFICATE NUMBER 
   DUE BY DECEMBER 10, 2007                                                                                         050-093081 
   CERTIFICATE VOID AFTER 6-30-08        CERTIFICATE OF ELIGIBILITY FOR 
                                                                                                      PROPERTY TAX POSTPONEMENT 
  

7/07  John Chiang · California State Controller 31  

PARCEL NUMBER CNTY CITY DOLLARS CENTS 
PAY TO THE ORDER OF TAX COLLECTOR                 COUNTY OF SACRAMENTO 
                             AND 16 –3109 – 22-1 34 0   $  
   JANE R.DOE 
   15 EVERYWHERE STREET 
   ANYWHERE, CA 95899 

   ELIG. 1ST 78/79        TYPE:  A         TIMELY:  1        RECORDED LIEN: NO.    
 

   THE INTEREST RATE FOR TAXES POSTPONED FOR 2007/08 
    F.Y.  IS  5 %  SIMPLE INTEREST PER ANNUM.                                   STATE CONTROLLER    
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Exhibit B.  Notice of Lien For Postponed Property Taxes 

 
RECORDING REQUESTED BY 
STATE CONTROLLER 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
 
 WHEN RECORDED, MAIL TO: 
 John Chiang, State Controller 
 Division of Collections 
 Bureau of Tax Administration 
 Property Tax Postponement 
 P.O. Box 942850 
 Sacramento, CA  94250 
  1-800-952-5661 
 
        SPACE ABOVE THIS LINE FOR RECORDER’S USE 
 

NOTICE OF LIEN FOR POSTPONED PROPERTY TAXES 
(Filed pursuant to Section 16182 and Chapter 5 of 

Part 1 of Division 4 of Title 2 of the Government Code) 
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 ALL OWNERS OF RECORD 
       

 
       

 
 OWNER-CLAIMANT’S NAME     ASSESSOR’S PARCEL NUMBER  COUNTY 
                   

 
 PROPERTY ADDRESS 
       
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
        
             
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I, JOHN CHIANG, California State Controller, do hereby certify that property taxes have been paid by 
the State of California on behalf of the Owner-Claimant of the herein described real property against 
which this lien is recorded.  Such lien shall remain a lien until a full release and discharge is made 
pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 5 of Part 1 of Division 4 of Title 2 of the Government Code. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
DATED      JOHN CHIANG, CALIFORNIA STATE CONTROLLER 
       BY (AUTHORIZED DELEGATE OF THE CONTROLLER) 
 
 
   
at Sacramento, California      
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Exhibit C.  Release of Lien For Postponed Property Taxes 

 
RECORDING REQUESTED BY 
STATE CONTROLLER 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
 
 WHEN RECORDED, MAIL TO: 
 John Chiang, State Controller 
 Division of Collections 
 Bureau of Tax Administration 
 Property Tax Postponement 
 P.O. Box 942850 
 Sacramento, CA  94250 
  1-800-952-5661 
                          SPACE ABOVE THIS LINE FOR RECORDER’S USE 
  

RELEASE OF LIEN FOR POSTPONED PROPERTY TAXES 
(Filed pursuant to Section 16186 and Chapter 5 of 

Part 1 of Division 4 of Title 2 of the Government Code) 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
ALL OWNERS OF RECORD 
      
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
      
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
OWNER-CLAIMANT’S NAME      ASSESSOR’S PARCEL NUMBER  COUNTY 
                  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
PROPERTY ADDRESS 
      
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
        IDENTIFICATION NUMBER 
            
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
I, JOHN CHIANG, Controller of the State of California, do hereby release and certify that I have released the real property situated 
in the State of California in the county hereinafter referred to from any lien imposed thereon pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 6, 
Part 1, Division 4, Title 2 of the Government Code, by the filing and recording of that certain “Notice of Lien for Postponed Property 
Taxes,” recorded in the official records of: 

 
County:         
 
Recorded on:        
 
Instrument/File No.:       
 
Volume/Reel:        
 
Page/Image:        
 
DATED        JOHN CHIANG, STATE CONTROLLER 
        BY (AUTHORIZED DELEGATE OF THE CONTROLLER) 
 

 
Sacramento, California        
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Exhibit D.  Partial Release of Lien For Postponed Property Taxes 

 
RECORDING REQUESTED BY 
STATE CONTROLLER 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
 
 WHEN RECORDED, MAIL TO: 
 John Chiang, State Controller 
 Division of Collections 
 Bureau of Tax Administration 
 Property Tax Postponement 
 P.O. Box 942850-5880 
 Sacramento, CA  94250 
 1-800-952-5661 
                          SPACE ABOVE THIS LINE FOR RECORDER’S USE 
  

PARTIAL RELEASE OF LIEN FOR POSTPONED PROPERTY TAXES 
(Filed pursuant to Section 16182 and Chapter 5 of 

Part 1 of Division 4 of Title 2 of the Government Code) 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
ALL OWNERS OF RECORD 
      
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
      
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
OWNER-CLAIMANT’S NAME      ASSESSOR’S PARCEL NUMBER  COUNTY 
                  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
PROPERTY ADDRESS 
      
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
        IDENTIFICATION NUMBER 
            
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The Controller of the State of California hereby releases and certifies that there has been released from that 
certain “NOTICE OF LIEN FOR POSTPONED PROPERTY TAXES”, recorded as Instrument No.___, 
on___, 19__, in Volume ___, at Page___, of Official Records in the Office of the Recorder of the County of 
___________, State of California, a portion of property affected thereby, which portion is more particularly 
described as follows: 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
DATED         JOHN CHIANG, CALIFORNIA STATE CONTROLLER 
         BY (AUTHORIZED DELEGATE OF THE CONTROLLER) 
 

      
 
Sacramento, California   
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Exhibit E.  Form 9450 

            
PROPERTY TAX POSTPONEMENT PROGRAM 

NOTICE OF CHANGE  
 
Enter the following from the file copy of the Notice of Lien for Postponed Property Taxes: 
 
• Name of Claimant         _______________________________________ 
 
• Assessor’s Parcel No.  ________________________________________ 
 
• County of                     ________________________________________ 
 
Check the appropriate box below to identify the type of change submitted: 
 

 Change in Title (Attach a copy of the document that shows type of change such as a grant 
deed, quitclaim deed or gift deed.) 

 
 Claimant is deceased (Attach a copy of the Certificate of Death, Affidavit of Death of Joint 

Tenant, Probate Proceedings, etc.) 
 

 Change in Assessor’s Parcel Number (APN)     
 

  Old  APN    ___________________ 
 

 New APN    ___________________ 
 

 Change in Claimant’s Mailing Address: 
 

 Old Mailing Address         ____________________ 
 

 New Mailing Address   ____________________ 
 

 Other         __ 
 
 
When completed, please mail to: 
 

State Controller’s Office 
Bureau of Tax Administration 
Property Tax Postponement Program 
P. O. Box 942850 
Sacramento, CA 94250-5880 



 

 

2007 
Property Tax Postponement 
Application and Instructions 

 

For Senior, Blind, or Disabled Citizens 

 

 

[seal] 

 

 
JOHN CHIANG 

California State Controller 
 
 

May 2007 
 
 

Filing Period: May 15 – December 10, 2007 
 

  



 
 

PROGRAM SUMMARY 
 
The State Controller’s Office administers the Property Tax Postponement Program, which enables eligible 
homeowners to postpone payment of their property taxes.  To qualify, a homeowner must: 
 

• Be at least 62 years of age, blind, or disabled; 
• Own and occupy the property as his or her principal place of residence; 
• Have a total household income of $31,500 or less; and 
• Have at least 20% equity in the property. 

 
The postponed property taxes must be repaid when the homeowner moves, the home is sold, the 
homeowner dies, title passes to an ineligible person, or senior liens become delinquent. To secure 
repayment of the postponed taxes, the State Controller’s Office records a lien against the home. 
Interest is computed on the postponed taxes monthly and is added to the amount of the postponement lien.  
 
Homeowners must file for postponement each year and provide supporting documentation. The 
application and instructions are included in this booklet.  To obtain more information about the Property 
Tax Postponement Program: 
 

• 
• 

Call (800) 952-5661 or (916) 327-5587; 
Visit the SCO’s Web site at http://www.sco.ca.gov (click on SCO Services, then Tax 
Information); or 

• E-mail the program at postponement@sco.ca.gov.  
 

Homeowners may also qualify for the Homeowner Assistance Program, which is a separate program 
administered by the Franchise Tax Board.  (See page 7 for more information.) 

 
PRIVACY NOTIFICATION 

 
The Information Practices Act of 1977 and the Federal Privacy Act require that the following notice be 
given to individuals who are asked to supply information. 
 
The purpose for requesting information is to administer California’s Property Tax Postponement Law. 
Applicants are required to provide their Social Security numbers to ensure proper identification and to 
permit processing of the applications. Additional information requested on the forms and accompanying 
instructions enable the State Controller’s Office to determine eligibility. Failure to furnish the requested 
information may result in denial of the application, delay in the approval of property tax postponement, or 
other disadvantages to the applicant. 
 
Information furnished on the application may be transferred to other governmental agencies as authorized 
by law, e.g., the Board of Equalization, the Attorney General’s Office, the Department of Finance, and the 
Franchise Tax Board. Individuals have the right to review their records maintained by the State 
Controller’s Office. 

http://www.sco.ca.gov/
mailto:postponement@sco.ca.gov
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Property Tax Postponement Application and Instructions  
 
 

Program Description 
 
The Property Tax Postponement Program allows eligible homeowners to postpone payment of part or all 
of the property taxes on their residence. To participate in this program, the homeowner must complete and 
mail the enclosed claim form to the State Controller’s Office.  Upon approval of the claim, the State 
Controller’s Office will mail Certificates of Eligibility to the homeowner. The homeowner must mail or 
take the Certificates of Eligibility to the county tax collector's office to postpone the property taxes due. 
 
To secure the postponed amount, the State Controller’s Office records a lien against the property. 
Interest is charged on the postponed taxes on a simple interest basis. The postponed amount and interest 
are not due until: (1) the homeowner moves from the qualified property; (2) the homeowner sells or 
conveys title to the home; (3) the homeowner dies and does not have a spouse, registered domestic 
partner, or other qualified individual who continues to reside in the home; or (4) future property taxes or 
other senior liens are allowed to become delinquent. However, the homeowner may pay all or part of the 
obligation before it becomes due.  
 
Eligibility and Other Program Requirements 
 
To be eligible for property tax postponement, you must meet each of the following requirements. 
 
Age, Blindness, or Disability 
 
You must be either 62 years of age or older on or before December 31, 2007, or be blind or disabled at the 
time of application. All other recorded owners (except spouse, registered domestic partner, and direct-line 
relatives) must also meet this requirement. If you are disabled, your disability must be expected to last for 
a continuous period of at least 12 months.  
 
Direct-line relatives are defined as (a) parents, children, or grandchildren of the claimant and/or the 
claimant’s spouse, and (b) the spouses of the relatives named in (a). 
 
Occupancy 
 
You must have owned and occupied the property as your principal place of residence on  
December 31, 2006 and continuously since then. All other recorded owners (except spouse, registered 
domestic partner, and direct-line relatives) must also meet this requirement. 
 
You are still eligible for postponement if: (1) you are temporarily confined to a hospital or medical 
institution for medical reasons; (2) the property was the principal place of residence immediately prior to 
confinement; and (3) the residence is not rented. 
 
Income 
 
Your total household income must not have exceeded $31,500 for calendar year 2006. Household income 
means the income of all persons who lived in your home during 2006, except minors, full-time students, 
and renters. 
 
EXCEPTION: If you applied and qualified for postponement for the 1983-84 tax year, your total 
household income must not have exceeded $34,000 for calendar year 2006. 
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 Program Description 

  

 
 
Equity 
 
You and all other owners must have a combined 20% equity interest in the home at the time of 
application. The State Controller’s Office cannot approve the application if the total amount of liens, 
deeds of trust, mortgages, or other encumbrances against the home exceeds 80% of its fair market value as 
determined by the State Controller. 
 
Reverse Mortgages generally result in a decrease to the equity over the life of the mortgage, and can 
result in zero equity at some point.  The Property Tax Postponement (PTP) loan will not be made unless 
the State’s interest in repayment is adequately protected.  If you have a reverse mortgage, you must 
provide additional documentation (see page 6). 
 
Delinquent Taxes 
 
If you are 62 years or older and owe delinquent taxes for prior years, you must pay the county tax 
collector for all taxes that became delinquent prior to your 62nd birthday.  If you are blind or disabled and 
owe delinquent taxes for prior years, you must pay the county tax collector for all taxes that became 
delinquent prior to the time you became blind or disabled.  If you own a mobile home or floating home, 
you must first pay all prior-year delinquent taxes before using the Certificates of Eligibility to pay the 
current year’s taxes. 
 
Mobile Home or Floating Home 
 
A mobile home or floating home must be on the secured property tax roll of the county in which it is 
situated. You must obtain the written consent of all registered and legal owners and all junior lien holders 
to participate in the property tax postponement program. Also, you must submit a copy of your certificate 
of title issued by the State Department of Housing and Community Development. As mentioned above, 
prior-year delinquent taxes are not eligible for postponement. If you own a mobile home or floating home 
and meet the program eligibility requirements, the State Controller’s Office will mail you a security 
agreement for your signature. After the State Controller’s Office receives the signed security agreement, 
Certificates of Eligibility will be issued to you. 
 
Cooperative Housing Corporation 
 
Tenant-stockholders own shares in a cooperative housing corporation, which entitles them to occupy for 
dwelling purposes a house or apartment in a building owned by the corporation. If you are a tenant-
stockholder and meet the program eligibility requirements, the State Controller’s Office will mail you a 
Notice of Election to Postpone and a Recognition Agreement. These forms must be completed and 
executed by you and an officer of the housing corporation. You must then return the forms to the State 
Controller’s Office along with a statement signed by the officer of the housing corporation that indicates 
the amount of your proportionate share of the property taxes.  Upon approval of the Notice of Election to 
Postpone, the State Controller’s Office will issue warrants to you in the amount you have elected to 
postpone. The cooperative housing corporation must allow the stock certificates to be rendered to the State 
Controller’s Office as collateral for the postponement of property taxes. 
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Property Tax Postponement Application and Instructions  
 
 
Leasehold (Possessory) Interest 
 
A leasehold (possessory) interest property is land in California that an individual does not own but has the 
right to possess and occupy. If you have a leasehold interest, it must be for a period of no less than 45 
years from the time you first filed for postponement. For example, if you are a first-time filer in 2007, 
your leasehold interest must extend to at least January 1, 2052. You must submit a copy of the recorded 
lease agreement and policy of title insurance. If you meet the eligibility requirements, the State 
Controller’s Office will mail you a Notice of Election to Postpone. This form must be completed and 
executed along with: (a) an assignment of the remaining term of the leasehold interest and (b) additional 
security in the form of a deed of trust. Fee owners and leasehold parties of interest are required to sign 
consent forms. Upon approval of the Notice of Election to Postpone, the State Controller’s Office will 
issue Certificates of Eligibility to you. 
 
Life Estate or Contract of Sale 
 
A life estate entitles a person to a lifetime residence on real property owned by another person. A contract 
of sale is an agreement for the purchase of property in which the title remains in the seller’s name until the 
completion of the contract. If your residence is based on a life estate or is under a contract of sale, you 
must have written consent to postpone property taxes. The consent must be given by the remainderman, 
i.e., the person(s) who will own the property when you die, or by the person(s) who holds title to the 
property under the contract of sale. You must include all consent documents with the postponement 
application when you file it with the State Controller’s Office. Upon approval of the postponement 
application, the State Controller’s Office will issue Certificates of Eligibility to you. 
 

Filing an Application 
 
When to File 
 
The filing period for the Property Tax Postponement Program is May 15 through December 10, 2007. To 
avoid delinquent penalties assessed by the county tax collector, your claim must be postmarked no later 
than December 10, 2007, and it must be approved by the State Controller’s Office. 
 
The State Controller’s Office may grant a reasonable extension of time for filing a claim if good cause 
exists, but not beyond June 30, 2008. 
 
Please file early. You do not have to wait for your 2007-08 county property tax bill to arrive in November 
before filing for property tax postponement.  Simply enclose a copy of your tax bill for the previous year. 
There may be a delay of six to eight weeks in processing claims received after September 30, 2007. 
 
You must file a claim each year that you wish to participate in the program. Only one claim may be 
filed per household. 
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Where to File 
 
Mail your completed claim and required documentation to the following address: 
 
 John Chiang, California State Controller 
 Division of Collections 
 Property Tax Postponement Program 
 P.O. Box 942850 
 Sacramento, CA 94250-5880 
 
Approved Application 
 
If your application is approved, the State Controller’s Office will send two Certificates of Eligibility (see 
example below), one for each tax installment. The certificates are made payable to you and the county tax 
collector and may be used to postpone all or part of the taxes on your home. 
 
Sign the back of each certificate and present or send them to your county tax collector’s office. The tax 
collector will accept them as payment for your property taxes. 
 
The State Controller’s Office will begin mailing certificates by November 1, 2007. 
 
 
Example of a Certificate of Eligibility 
 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
                                                         90-1342 

   1ST INSTALLMENT – FY 07/08                                                     1 2 1 1           CERTIFICATE NUMBER 
   DUE BY DECEMBER 10, 2007                                                                                         050-093081 
   CERTIFICATE VOID AFTER 6-30-08        CERTIFICATE OF ELIGIBILITY FOR 
                                                                                                      PROPERTY TAX POSTPONEMENT 
  

PARCEL NUMBER CNTY CITY DOLLARS CENTS  PAY TO THE ORDER OF TAX COLLECTOR 
             COUNTY OF SACRAMENTO 
                             AND 
   JANE R.DOE 
   15 EVERYWHERE STREET 
   ANYWHERE, CA 95899 

 

16 –3109 – 22-1 34 0 

 

  $  

   ELIG. 1ST 78/79        TYPE:  A         TIMELY:  1        RECORDED LIEN: NO.    
 

   THE INTEREST RATE FOR TAXES POSTPONED FOR 2007/08 
    F.Y.  IS _______% SIMPLE INTEREST PER ANNUM.                                   STATE CONTROLLER    
                                                                                                                                                           

 
Denied Application 
 
If the State Controller's Office denies your application, you are responsible for the payment of your taxes 
to the county tax collector. If the county does not receive your payments by December 10, 2007, and April 
10, 2008, the county will assess penalties to your account. 
 
Refund of Paid Taxes 
 
If your claim is approved and you have already paid your current year’s taxes, or if they are paid by a 
lender through an impound, trust, or similar account, the amount you postpone will be refunded to you by 
the county tax collector’s office. Contact your county tax collector if you do not receive your refund 
within 60 days from the date the tax collector’s office received your signed Certificates of Eligibility. 
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Property Tax Postponement Application and Instructions  
 
 
Lost or Destroyed Certificates 
 
If your certificates are lost or destroyed, write to the State Controller’s Office by June 30, 2008, to request 
replacements. Include your name, Social Security number, and the address of the property. (See the 
Privacy Notification on the inside front cover.) Mail your request to the address shown on page 4. 
 

Required Documentation 
 
Applicants for property tax postponement must enclose with their claim form documentation of age, 
blindness, or disability.  In certain situations, other documentation may be required.  Enclose the 
following documents with your property tax postponement claim form. 
 
Proof of Age 
 
If you will be 62 years or older on or before December 31, 2007, and are a first-time filer, you must 
submit proof of age.  A copy of any of the following documents is acceptable if it displays your age or 
birth date: 
 

• Driver’s license • Church record 
• Birth certificate • Military discharge record 
• Delayed birth certificate • Social Security Form 2458 
• Hospital birth record • Social Security award letter 
• Marriage license • Medi-Cal card 
• Citizenship or naturalization papers 

  
Proof of Blindness or Disability 
 
If you are blind and a first-time filer, you must submit proof of blindness. You are considered blind if you 
have received a medical determination that you have either of the following conditions. 
 

• Central vision acuity (sharpness of vision) of no more than 20/200 with the use of a correcting 
lens; or 

• Tunnel vision, which is a limited visual field of 20 degrees or less.  
 
If you are disabled, you must submit proof of disability each year that you file. You are considered 
disabled if: 
 

• 

• 

• 
• 

You cannot engage in any substantial gainful activity because of a physical or  mental 
impairment; 
The severity of the impairment prevents you from engaging in your previous work and any 
other type of work, considering your age, education, and work experience; 
The impairment is determined medically by a doctor; and 
The impairment is expected to last for at least 12 months in a row. 

 
You may submit any of the following documents as proof of blindness or disability: 
 

• A copy of your Medicare card; 
• A copy of a recent Social Security award letter; 
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• A copy of a recent Supplemental Security Income payment decision; 
• A copy of a recent Form 2458 from the Social Security Administration, verifying age and 

status; or 
• An original statement signed by a licensed physician attesting to the blindness or disability.  

The statement must be on the physician’s letterhead with a current date, and it must include the 
dates and the nature of the blindness or disability. The statement may be submitted only if you 
cannot provide any of the documents listed above. 

 
Note:  A Medi-Cal card is not acceptable proof of disability. 
 
Reverse Mortgages 
 
If you have a reverse mortgage, you must submit a copy of your loan documents that include terms, 
maximum principal amount, interest rate, and initial amortization schedule. 
 
Other Required Documentation 
 
Additional required documentation includes the following, when applicable: 
 

• A copy of your most recent secured property tax bill is required unless you are a tenant-
stockholder.  (If you are a tenant-stockholder, see page 2 for more information.) 

• If your property is held in a trust, enclose a copy of the recorded trust agreement and 
amendments if copies have not previously been submitted to our office. 

• If you have rental income or loss, business income or loss, gain or loss (from the sale of 
assets), or adjustments to income, enclose a complete, signed copy of your 2006 Federal Tax 
Form 1040, along with supporting schedules. 

• If you have a leasehold (possessory) interest in your property, enclose a copy of the recorded 
lease agreement and the policy of title insurance. 

• If you hold a life estate in the property, enclose written consent from the remainderman of the 
estate to postpone property taxes. 

• If your residence is a mobile home or floating home, enclose a copy of your current certificate 
of title and/or registration card. 

• If your claim is signed by someone acting as attorney in fact, enclose a copy of the recorded 
power of attorney. 

 
Other Program Information 

 
Interest Rate on Postponed Taxes 
 
Interest is computed monthly on postponed amounts on a simple interest basis (the annual interest rate 
divided by 12). Interest continues to accrue on the postponement account until all postponed taxes plus 
interest are repaid to the State. The interest rate is set in July of each year.  The rate is based on the annual 
yield of the State’s Pooled Money Investment Account and applies only to that particular year’s postponed 
taxes.  The interest rate for fiscal year 2006-07 is 4% per annum.  The interest rate for fiscal year 2007 – 
2008 will be available after July 15, 2007. 
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Property Tax Postponement Application and Instructions  
 
 
Account Transfer to New Residence 
 
If you pay your postponement account in full and purchase a new residence, you may be eligible to re-
borrow the amount you repaid to the State. To reborrow the repaid amount, you must submit an 
application of transfer within six months after you paid the postponement account. Call the State 
Controller’s Office to request an application. If your application is approved, the State Controller’s Office 
will send you a refund and record a new lien against your new residence. 
 
Subordination Provisions 
 
If you refinance your home or obtain a new loan against the property on which you have postponed taxes, 
it may not be necessary to pay the postponement lien. The State Controller’s Office may subordinate the 
postponement lien to the new loan if it determines that subordination is appropriate. However, your lender 
must agree to the subordination.  If you do not wish to pay off the postponement lien, have your lender 
contact the State Controller’s Office for further instructions. 
 
Account Statement 
 
The State Controller’s Office provides you with an account statement each year. However, you  
may obtain an account statement at any time by calling (800) 952-5661 or (916) 327-5587, writing to  
the State Controller’s Office at the address shown on page 4, or e-mailing your request to 
postponement@sco.ca.gov. 
 
Payments 
 
You may make full or partial payments on your account before the obligation becomes due. All payments 
received are applied first toward accumulated interest and then toward the outstanding principal balance 
(postponed tax amount). 
 
Make your check or money order payable to the California State Treasurer and mail it to the address 
shown on page 4. Please include your Social Security number on the check or money order, and on any 
accompanying documents, to ensure proper credit. (See the Privacy Notification on the inside front cover.) 
 
Homeowner Assistance Program 
 
The Homeowner Assistance Program is a program administered by the Franchise Tax Board (FTB). If you 
qualify, you may participate in both the Homeowner Assistance and the Property Tax Postponement 
programs. The State Controller’s Office encourages you to participate in the Homeowner Assistance 
Program because any assistance you receive is used to reduce the amount of the obligation secured by the 
property tax postponement lien.  To obtain a Homeowner Assistance claim form (FTB9000H), contact 
FTB at (800) 868-4171 or (800) 852-5711. The filing period is July 1, 2007, through October 15, 2007. 
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How to Complete the Property Tax Postponement Claim 
 
Line 1: Social Security Number - Enter your Social Security number in the space provided. The 
number is required for account identification. (See the Privacy Notification on the inside front cover.) 
 
Line 2: Claimant’s Name - Print or type your full name in the space provided. Use the pre-addressed 
label if there is one. 
 
Line 3: Date of Birth - Enter the month, day, and year you were born. For example, if you were born on 
July 15, 1936, enter 07/15/1936. 
 
Line 4:  “In Care of” Name - If correspondence is to be sent in care of someone else (such as your son, 
daughter, or conservator), enter the person’s name. 
 
Lines 5 and 6: Mailing Address - Enter the mailing address where all correspondence should be sent. 
Do not abbreviate. 
 
Line 7: Spouse or Registered Domestic Partner Information - Enter the Social Security number, date 
of birth, and full name of your spouse or registered domestic partner in the spaces provided. (See the 
Privacy Notification.) 
 
Lines 8 and 9: Location of Residential Dwelling - Complete only if the residential address is different 
from the mailing address on lines 5 and 6. 
 
Line 10: Proof of Age - If you will be 62 or older on or before December 31, 2007, whether or not you 
are blind or disabled, check the box on line 10. See page 5 for acceptable proof of age. 
 
Line 11: Proof of Blindness or Disability - If you are blind and less than 62 years of age, check the box 
on line 11. See page 5 for acceptable proof of blindness. 
 
If you are disabled and less than 62 years of age, check the box on line 11. Proof of disability is required 
for each year you file for tax postponement. See page 5 for acceptable proof of disability. 
 
Line 12: Delinquent Taxes - If you have delinquent property taxes enter the first year those taxes 
became delinquent. 
 
Line 13: Year You Purchased Your Home - Enter the year you purchased your home. If you are not 
sure of the year, enter your best estimate. 
 
Line 14: a. Enter the amount you believe to be the approximate current value of your home. 
 
 b. Total Amount of Liens, Deeds of Trust, Mortgages, or Other Encumbrances 

(including Reverse Mortgages) Recorded Against Your Home (Do not include the 
property tax postponement lien.) 

 
 Include your best estimate of the following: 
 
 Loan balance(s) on your home $ _____________  
 
 Abstracts of judgment amounts $ _____________  
 
 Federal and/or state tax liens $ _____________  
 
 Total (enter on line 14 b.) $ _____________  
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 c. Do you have a reverse mortgage recorded against your property?  Check the 

appropriate box.  See page 6 for documentation required. 
 
Line 15: Property Held in a Trust - Check the appropriate box. If you check “Yes,” see page 6 for 
required documentation. 

 
Line 16: Own and Occupy Property as Principal Place of Residence - If you owned and occupied the 
property as your principal place of residence on December 31, 2006, and continuously since then, check 
the “Yes” box. All other recorded owners (except spouse, registered domestic partner, and direct-line 
relatives) must also meet this requirement.  If you and all other recorded owners do not meet this 
requirement, check the “No” box and STOP here. You do not qualify for property tax 
postponement. 
 
Check the “Transfer” box if: (1) you postponed taxes on a home you owned and occupied on  
December 31, 2006, and (2) you sold that home and purchased another during the 2007 calendar year. If 
you check this box, you may qualify to postpone the property taxes on the new home. (See page 7.) 
 
List the names, relationships, Social Security numbers, and dates of birth of all other recorded owners of 
the property. All owners (except spouse or registered domestic partner and direct-line relatives) must meet 
the eligibility requirements for property tax postponement. (See pages 1-3.) 
 
Line 17: Social Security and/or Railroad Retirement - Enter the total payments you and your spouse 
or registered domestic partner received in 2006 for Social Security (including the amount deducted for 
Medicare premiums) and/or railroad retirement. 
 
Line 18:  Interest and/or Dividends - Enter the total interest and/or dividends you and your spouse or 
registered domestic partner received in 2006, regardless of source or taxability. 
 
Line 19:  Pensions and/or Annuities - Enter the total amount of pensions and/or annuities you and your 
spouse or registered domestic partner received in 2006, regardless of source or taxability. Include 
disability retirement payments and IRA distributions. 
 
Line 20: SSI/SSP, AB and/or ATD - Enter the total payments you and your spouse or registered 
domestic partner received in 2006 for the Social Security Income/State Supplementary Payment (SSI/SSP) 
Program, Aid to the Blind (AB), and Aid to the Totally Disabled (ATD). Do not include payments 
received for Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) or noncash assistance such as 
homemaker/chore services. 
 
Line 21: Rental Income (or Loss) - Enter the amount of net rental income (or loss) for 2006. See page 
6 for required documentation. 
 
Line 22: Business Income (or Loss) - Enter the amount of net income (or loss) from your business or 
farm for 2006. See page 6 for required documentation. 
 
Line 23: Gain (or Loss) - Enter the amount of gain (or loss) from the sale of business property and/or 
capital assets for 2006. Examples of capital assets are stocks, bonds, and rental real estate. The maximum 
net loss you may deduct from the sale of capital assets is $3,000.  See page 6 for required documentation. 
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 How to Complete the Claim Form 

  

 
 
Line 24: Other Income - Include the total amount of other taxable and nontaxable income you and your 
spouse or registered domestic partner received in 2006.  The following types of income must be included: 
 

• Wages 
• California State Lottery winnings in excess of $600, 100% of lottery winnings from other 

states 
• Life insurance proceeds to the extent that they exceed the expenses incurred for the last illness 

and funeral of the deceased spouse or registered domestic partner of the claimant 
• Veterans Administration benefits 
• Gifts and inheritances in excess of $300, except between members of the household 
• Alimony received 
• Military compensation 
• Amounts received from an estate or a trust 
• Unemployment insurance benefits 
• Workers’ compensation payments for temporary disability 
• Amounts contributed by or on behalf of the claimant to a tax-sheltered retirement or deferred 

compensation plan 
• Amounts received from an employer or any government body for loss of wages due to sickness 

or accident (sick leave payments) 
• Nontaxable gain from the sale of a residence 
• Scholarships and fellowship grants 
• The amount of the alternative minimum taxable income in excess of your regular taxable 

income, if you were required to pay the alternative minimum tax on your 2006 California 
income tax return 

 
Line 25: Income of Other Household Members - Include the total amount of income received by all 
other household members while they lived in your home during 2006. A household member is any person 
who lived with you in your home who was not a renter, a full-time student, or a minor under age 18. 
 
Line 26: Subtotal - Add lines 17 through 25. 
 
Line 27: Adjustments to Income - Enter the total of all adjustments to your income for 2006, including 
any of the following adjustments. 
 

• Forfeited Interest Penalty – Deduct the penalty charged for premature withdrawal from a 
savings account. 

• Alimony Paid – Deduct alimony payments made as directed by the court. 
• Individual Retirement Account – If you contributed to an Individual Retirement Account 

(IRA), Keogh Plan (HR10), or Simplified Employee Plan (SEP), you may deduct the amount, 
subject to the same limitations as for California personal income tax. 

• Self-Employed Health Insurance Deduction – You may deduct the amount, subject to the same 
limitations as for California personal income tax. 

• Self-Employment Tax Deduction – Deduct one-half of the self-employment tax imposed for 
the taxable year. 

• Student Loan Interest Deduction – Deduct the amount allowed for California personal income 
tax. 

• Medical Savings Account (MSA) Deduction – Deduct the amount you contributed to an MSA. 
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Property Tax Postponement Application and Instructions  
 
 

• Moving Expenses – Deduct allowable moving expenses that were not reimbursed by your 
employer. 

 
Note: You must attach the appropriate schedules or forms explaining each adjustment. 
 
The following items are not deductible from income: mortgage payments, interest paid on loans (other 
than qualified education loans), repairs, fees, taxes (other than self-employment tax), utilities, medical 
bills, and health premiums (unless you are self-employed). 
 
Line 28: Total Household Income - Subtract line 27 from line 26. Enter the total on line 28. 
 
Note: If the amount on line 28 is greater than $31,500 (or $34,000 for those who filed and qualified for 
postponement in the 1983-84 tax year), STOP. You do not qualify for property tax postponement. 
 
Line 29: Cooperative Housing Corporation - If your residence is part of a cooperative housing 
corporation, check the “Yes” box. If not, check the “No” box. See page 2 for additional information. 
 
Line 30: Leasehold (Possessory) Interest - If your residence is based on a leasehold (possessory) 
interest, check the “Yes” box. If not, check the “No” box. See page 3 for additional information and page 
6 for required documentation. 
 
Line 31: Life Estate or Contract of Sale - If your residence is based on a life estate or a contract of 
sale, check the “Yes” box. If not, check the “No” box. See page 3 for additional information and page 6 
for required documentation. 
 
Line 32: Mobile Home or Floating Home - If your residence is a floating home or a mobile home 
situated on rented or leased land, check the “Yes” box. If not, check the “No” box. See page 2 for 
additional information and page 6 for required documentation. 
 
Note: Prior-year delinquent taxes on a mobile home or floating home are not eligible for 
postponement. 
 
Line 33: Property Used for Rental or Business - If your property is used entirely for your personal 
use, check the “No” box. 
 
If your property is used partially for business or as a rental (e.g., duplex or multi-dwelling), or if you live 
on a farm or similar acreage, check the “Yes” box and enter your best estimate of the percentage of the 
property devoted to your personal use. 
 
The percentage of the property devoted to personal use is the portion used as your residential dwelling and 
as much of the land surrounding it as is reasonably necessary to use the dwelling as your home. 
 
Note:  Property tax postponement will be allowed only on the portion of property used for your personal 
use. 
 
Signature, Date, and Telephone Number 
 
You and all other owners of record must sign and date the claim form.  No one can sign for you without 
authorization.  If another person signs the claim for you, enclose with your claim a copy of the recorded 
power of attorney, letter of conservatorship, or other document entitling that person to sign for you. 
 
You may sign by marking an “X” if this is done in the presence of a witness.  The word “Witness” and the 
signature of the witness must be entered after your mark. 
 
Please include your daytime phone number on the claim. 
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2007PROPERTY TAX POSTPONEMENT CLAIM 

A  07-08  
1. SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER 
 

2. FIRST NAME                         MID. INITIAL                 LAST NAME 

   
3. YOUR DATE OF BIRTH 

  19_ _ 

For 
Controller’s 
Use Only 

PLEASE PLACE PREADDRESSED LABEL HERE, IF AVAILABLE day year month 
4. IN CARE OF NAME (IF APPLICABLE) APN 

5. MAILING ADDRESS                                           (NUMBER AND STREET)                    
County Code 

6. (CITY)                              (COUNTY)                                    (STATE)                       (ZIP CODE) 

7. SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER OF  SPOUSE  DATE OF BIRTH OF SPOUSE OR 
REGISTERED DOMESTIC PARTNER 

Letter Code 

     
 19_ _ 

NAME OF SPOUSE OR REGISTERED 
DOMESTIC PARTNER 
 

   
month day year Percent No. 

8. ADDRESS OF RESIDENTIAL DWELLING                            (NUMBER AND STREET) 

9. (CITY)                              (COUNTY)                                   (STATE)                       (ZIP CODE) Timely Code 

ELIGIBILITY FILING REQUIREMENTS: Multi Parcel 
 

10. If you will be 62 or older on or before December 31, 2007, check this box.  

11. If you are under 62 on December 31, 2007, and are BLIND 
 OR DISABLED, check the appropriate box.  

 Proof of disability is required each year. 

Income 

 
12. If you owe delinquent property taxes, what year did they first become delinquent? ...  _______________  

13. Enter the year you purchased your home. ................................................................. $ _______________  

14. a. What is the approximate value of your home? (See page 8) .............................. $ _______________  

 b. What is the amount owed against your home? (See page 8) .............................. $ _______________

 c. Do you have a reverse mortgage? (See page 9) ................................................ YES  NO  
 

15. Is your property held in a trust? If yes, attach a copy of your entire Trust 
 Agreement if a copy has not already been provided. (See page 9.) .......................... YES  NO  

16. On December 31, 2006 and continuously since then, have you and all other recorded owners, 
 owned and occupied the property for which the taxes are to be postponed? 
 (See pages 1 – 7 and 9) ............................................................................YES  NO  TRANSFER  
 
 List name(s) and relationship(s) of all owners of your property.  Anyone listed below who IS NOT a 
 spouse, registered domestic partner, or direct-line relative must also submit proof of eligibility. 

NAME RELATIONSHIP SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER DATE OF BIRTH 

 

    

    

 

    

62 or older 

Blind 

Disabled 

 



 

 

On lines 17-24, enter your income for the 2006 calendar year. If applicable, include the income of your spouse or registered domestic 
partner. On line 25, enter the total income of other household members. (See pages 9 - 10.) 

 
17. _____________________  17. Social Security and/or Railroad Retirement ........................................................................................  
  
18. _____________________  18. Interest and/or Dividends ....................................................................................................................  
  
19. _____________________  19. Pensions and/or Annuities ..................................................................................................................  
  
20. _____________________  20. SSI/SSP, AB, and/or ATD ..................................................................................................................  
  
21. _____________________  21. Rental Income (or Loss).  Attach Federal Form 1040 and Schedules .................................................  
  
22. _____________________  22. Business Income (or Loss).  Attach Federal Form 1040 and Schedules .............................................  
  
23. _____________________  23. Gain (or Loss).  Attach Federal Form 1040 and Schedules ................................................................  
  

24. Other Income (Including Wages)  (See page 10.) ...............................................................................  24. _____________________  
 

25. Income of Other Household Members. Do not include income of minors, students or renters. ........... 
 (See page 10.) ...................................................................................................................................... 25. _____________________  

26. SUBTOTAL.  Add lines 17-25 ..........................................................................................................  26. _____________________  

27. Adjustments to Income.  Attach documentation.  (See page 10.) .....................................................  27. _____________________  

28. TOTAL household income.  Subtract line 27 from line 26. If line 28 is more than $31,500 (or 
 $34,000 if you qualified in 1983), 

28. _____________________  
STOP.  You do not qualify for property tax postponement. ........  

 29. Is your residence part of a Cooperative Housing Corporation? 
 (See pages 2 and 11.) ............................................................................................................................................  

30. Is your residence based on a Leasehold (Possessory) Interest?  If yes, first-time filers must attach a copy of 
 the recorded lease agreement and the policy of title insurance. 
 (See pages 3 and 11.) .............................................................................................................................................  

31. Is your residence based on a Life Estate or under a Contract of Sale? If yes, attach written consent from the 
 Remainderman or Titleholder. 
 (See pages 3 and 11.) .............................................................................................................................................  

32.   Is your residence a floating home or mobile home that is situated on Rented or Leased land?  If yes, attach a 
 copy of your current certificate of title and/or registration card. 
 (See pages 2 and 11.) .............................................................................................................................................  

33. Is any portion of your property used for Rental or Business?  If yes, enter the percentage devoted to your 
 personal use.  ______________% 
 (See page 11.) ........................................................................................................................................................  
 The percentage indicated is the amount that is eligible for postponement. 

PLEASE SIGN THE COMPLETED FORM.  (See page 11.)  ATTACH ALL REQUIRED DOCUMENTS AND MAIL TO: 
 

JOHN CHIANG, CALIFORNIA STATE CONTROLLER 
DIVISION OF COLLECTIONS 

PROPERTY TAX POSTPONEMENT PROGRAM 
P.O. BOX 942850 

SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 94250-5880 
 

 Under penalty of perjury, I declare that this claim, including accompanying documents, is to the best of my knowledge true, 
 correct, and complete. 

 
                               
 CLAIMANT’S SIGNATURE     DATE         SIGNATURE OF OTHER OWNER 
 
 (  )                            
 TELEPHONE NUMBER      E-MAIL ADDRESS       SIGNATURE OF OTHER OWNER    
 

Signatures of all property owners are required. 

YES NO 

YES NO

YES NO 

YES NO 

YES NO



  

 

APPLICANT’S COPY

2007 
PROPERTY TAX POSTPONEMENT CLAIM 

 A  07-08 
1. SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER 
 

2. FIRST NAME                         MID. INITIAL                 LAST NAME 

   
3. YOUR DATE OF BIRTH 

  19_ _ 

For 
Controller’s 
Use Only 

PLEASE PLACE PREADDRESSED LABEL HERE, IF AVAILABLE day year month 
4. IN CARE OF NAME (IF APPLICABLE) APN 

5. MAILING ADDRESS                                           (NUMBER AND STREET)                    
County Code 

6. (CITY)                              (COUNTY)                                    (STATE)                       (ZIP CODE) 

7. SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER OF  SPOUSE  DATE OF BIRTH OF SPOUSE OR 
REGISTERED DOMESTIC PARTNER 

Letter Code 

     
 19_ _ 

NAME OF SPOUSE OR REGISTERED 
DOMESTIC PARTNER 
 

   
month day year Percent No. 

8. ADDRESS OF RESIDENTIAL DWELLING                           (NUMBER AND STREET) 

9. (CITY)                              (COUNTY)                                   (STATE)                       (ZIP CODE) Timely Code 

ELIGIBILITY FILING REQUIREMENTS: Multi Parcel 
 

10. If you will be 62 or older on or before December 31, 2007, check this box.  

11. If you are under 62 on December 31, 2007, and are BLIND 
 OR DISABLED, check the appropriate box.  

 Proof of disability is required each year. 

Income 

 
12. If you owe delinquent property taxes, what year did they first become delinquent? ...  _______________  

13. Enter the year you purchased your home. .................................................................  _______________  

14. a. What is the approximate value of your home? (See page 8) .............................. $ _______________  

 b. What is the amount owed against your home? (See page 8) .............................. $ _______________

 c. Do you have a reverse mortgage? (See page 9) ................................................ YES  NO  
 

15. Is your property held in a trust? If yes, attach a copy of your entire Trust 
 Agreement if a copy has not already been provided. (See page 9.) .......................... YES  NO  

16. On December 31, 2006 and continuously since then, have you and all other recorded owners, 
 owned and occupied the property for which the taxes are to be postponed? 
 (See pages 1 – 7 and 9) ............................................................................YES  NO  TRANSFER  
 
 List name(s) and relationship(s) of all owners of your property.  Anyone listed below who IS NOT a 
 spouse, registered domestic partner, or direct-line relative must also submit proof of eligibility. 

NAME RELATIONSHIP SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER DATE OF BIRTH 

 

    

    

 

    

62 or older 

Blind 

Disabled 

 



 

 

On lines 17-24, enter your income for the 2006 calendar year. If applicable, include the income of your spouse or registered domestic 
partner. On line 25, enter the total income of other household members. (See pages 9 - 10.) 

 
17. _____________________  17. Social Security and/or Railroad Retirement ........................................................................................  
  
18. _____________________  18. Interest and/or Dividends ....................................................................................................................  
  
19. _____________________  19. Pensions and/or Annuities ..................................................................................................................  
  
20. _____________________  20. SSI/SSP, AB, and/or ATD ..................................................................................................................  
  
21. _____________________  21. Rental Income (or Loss).  Attach Federal Form 1040 and Schedules .................................................  
  
22. _____________________  22. Business Income (or Loss).  Attach Federal Form 1040 and Schedules .............................................  
  
23. _____________________  23. Gain (or Loss).  Attach Federal Form 1040 and Schedules ................................................................  
  

24. Other Income (Including Wages)  (See page 10.) ...............................................................................  24. _____________________  
 

25. Income of Other Household Members. Do not include income of minors, students or renters. ........... 
 (See page 10.) ...................................................................................................................................... 25. _____________________  

26. SUBTOTAL.  Add lines 17-25 ..........................................................................................................  26. _____________________  

27. Adjustments to Income.  Attach documentation.  (See page 10.) .....................................................  27. _____________________  

28. TOTAL household income.  Subtract line 27 from line 26. If line 28 is more than $31,500 (or 
 $34,000 if you qualified in 1983), 

28. _____________________  
STOP.  You do not qualify for property tax postponement. ........  

 29. Is your residence part of a Cooperative Housing Corporation? 
 (See pages 2 and 11.) ............................................................................................................................................  

30. Is your residence based on a Leasehold (Possessory) Interest?  If yes, first-time filers must attach a copy of 
 the recorded lease agreement and the policy of title insurance. 
 (See pages 3 and 11.) .............................................................................................................................................  

31. Is your residence based on a Life Estate or under a Contract of Sale? If yes, attach written consent from the 
 Remainderman or Titleholder. 
 (See pages 3 and 11.) .............................................................................................................................................  

32.   Is your residence a floating home or mobile home that is situated on Rented or Leased land?  If yes, attach a 
 copy of your current certificate of title and/or registration card. 
 (See pages 2 and 11.) .............................................................................................................................................  

33. Is any portion of your property used for Rental or Business?  If yes, enter the percentage devoted to your 
 personal use.  ______________% 
 (See page 11.) ........................................................................................................................................................  
 The percentage indicated is the amount that is eligible for postponement. 

PLEASE SIGN THE COMPLETED FORM.  (See page 11.)  ATTACH ALL REQUIRED DOCUMENTS AND MAIL TO: 
 

JOHN CHIANG, CALIFORNIA STATE CONTROLLER 
DIVISION OF COLLECTIONS 

PROPERTY TAX POSTPONEMENT PROGRAM 
P.O. BOX 942850 

SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 94250-5880 
 

 Under penalty of perjury, I declare that this claim, including accompanying documents, is to the best of my knowledge true, 
 correct, and complete. 

 
                               
 CLAIMANT’S SIGNATURE     DATE         SIGNATURE OF OTHER OWNER 
 
 (  )                            
 TELEPHONE NUMBER      E-MAIL ADDRESS       SIGNATURE OF OTHER OWNER    
 

Signatures of all property owners are required. 

 

YES NO 

YES NO

YES NO 

YES NO 

YES NO



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JOHN CHIANG 
California State Controller 

Property Tax Postponement Program 
Post Office Box 942850 

Sacramento, California 94250 
 

(800) 952-5661 or (916) 327-5587 
 

http://www.sco.ca.gov 
 

http://www.sco.ca.gov
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